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1
METHOD AND DEVICE FOR POSITIONING
A BRUSHLESS ELECTRIC DRIVE

This nonprovisional application is a continuation of Inter-
national Application No. PCT/EP2013/001299, which was
filed on May 2, 2013, and which claims priority to German
Patent Application No. DE 10 2012 008 883.3, which was
filed in Germany on May 2, 2012, and which are both herein
incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to the field of electrotech-
nology, especially the field of electric drives, and concerns
brushless drives.

2. Description of the Background Art

Electric motors, in which a rotor rotates in the magnetic
field of a stator, whereby the rotor has rotor windings that
can be supplied with alternating current strengths to excite
a rotor field, are widespread in the field of electric drives.
The electric current is supplied to the rotor windings via an
electromechanical commutator device with current-conduct-
ing brushes, which brush the rotor-side commutator lamellae
during the rotation of the rotor.

In many fields, these drives, which require a commutator
device, have been replaced by so-called brushless electrical
drives that have permanent magnets in the rotor, which move
in the rotating magnetic field of the stator windings. A
complex control of the currents through the stator windings
is necessary to drive such motors, whereby it is typical to
feed the stator windings with pulse-width-modulated volt-
age signals, generated by semiconductor switches.

For optimal control of such a brushless drive, it is
particularly necessary in the startup phase to determine the
rotor’s angular position. Slippage can be minimized and the
rotational speed optimally controlled in this way during
operation of the drive.

It is known for determining the position of the rotor to use
at least one Hall sensor for measuring the magnetic field
strength, the sensor being disposed on the stator and regis-
tering the movement and position of the rotor’s magnetic
poles. During operation of the drive, the currents induced in
the phase windings by the relative movement of the rotor can
be measured and the position and rotational speed can be
determined from them.

A task that is especially difficult to solve is to determine
the position of the drive at very low rotational speeds or
when at rest without the use of sensors and/or particularly to
bring the rotor into a target start position.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide
a method and a device that enable a reliable and rapid at-rest
positioning of a brushless electric drive.

The invention thus relates to a method for positioning a
brushless electric drive comprising a stator having at least
one phase winding, to which a voltage signal can be applied,
and a rotor equipped with magnetic poles.

Reliable positioning and rapid deceleration of the rotor
are achieved according to an embodiment of the invention
with the following steps. A voltage signal generating a
magnetic field by the current flowing in the phase winding
is applied to the at least one phase winding, causing an
alignment of the rotor. The voltage signal is controlled, as
long as the rotor is moving, depending on the current
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strength of the current induced in the at least one phase
winding by the rotor movement, such that the induced
current is increased.

The invention is based on the realization that in the case
of the basically known alignment of a drive by application
of'a voltage vector, the rotor continues to move in the arising
stator magnetic field until it reaches a rest position, and that
by the residual movement of the rotor in the phase windings
a current is thereby induced, which basically works against
the residual movement in a damping manner. The move-
ment-decelerating induced currents are increased by the
control of the voltage signal or a plurality of phase voltage
signals as taught by the invention, so that the damping and
thereby the deceleration process of the rotor movement are
accelerated. Simultaneously, however, it must be assured
that the current strengths in the phase windings remain
within a current strength range that is still sufficient to bring
about an alignment of the drive/rotor, but is not so high that
a driving of the rotor is brought about.

An embodiment of the method of the invention in the case
of a stator, which has at least two phase windings, therefore
provides that the sum and difference of the current strengths
in the individual phase windings are determined and regu-
lated.

Regulation of the sum of the current strengths in the
individual phase windings assures that the magnetic fields
generated by the phase windings are sufficient for aligning
the drive. Because the voltages induced by the rotor’s
movement produce differences between the current
strengths in the individual phase windings, the current
strength differences are directly associated with the move-
ment-damping, induced currents. It is desirable, therefore, to
increase the differences in the current strengths in the phase
windings.

An embodiment of the invention in this regard in an
electric drive with a stator that has at least two phase
windings to which a phase voltage signal can be applied,
provided that a voltage vector, which contains at least two
phase voltage signals and brings about alignment of the
rotor, is applied to the two phase windings. The phase
voltage signals are controlled such that the current flowing
in the phase windings is within a target range with respect
to the sum of the current strengths in the phase windings, and
that simultaneously the difference of the current strengths
prevailing in the phase windings is increased.

It is practical for carrying out the method that the differ-
ence of the current strengths in the individual phase wind-
ings is continuously determined and increased. It can be
provided advantageously, furthermore, that the difference of
the current strengths in the individual phase windings is
supplied to a proportional controller. The output of the
proportional controller then acts on the phase voltage signals
that are supplied to the individual phase windings.

A further embodiment of the invention provides that the
sum of the current strengths in the individual phase windings
is determined and regulated within a target current strength
range.

It can be provided further that an integral controller is
used in the regulation of the sum of the current strengths in
the phase windings.

In order to achieve the most rapid reaction possible of the
regulation of the sum of the current strengths, it can also be
provided to use a proportional controller in the regulation of
the sum of the current strengths. It can be especially advan-
tageous to use a combined proportional/integral controller.

The phase voltage signals applied to the phase windings
can be used as manipulated or control variables for regulat-
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ing the current strengths in the phase windings. These can
advantageously together form a time-dependent voltage
vector and be configured as pulse-width-modulated signals,
so that the control of these signals can occur by means of a
selective change in frequency or pulse width.

In addition to a method for positioning a brushless electric
drive, the invention also relates to a device for carrying out
a method for a brushless electric drive having at least two
phase windings to which a phase voltage signal can be
applied. The device has a first unit for determining the sum
of the current strengths through the two phase windings and
a second unit for determining the difference of the current
strengths through the two phase windings and a control unit,
which keeps the sum of the current strengths within a target
range and increases the difference of the current strengths.

According to an embodiment, the device of the invention
has a proportional controller and/or a combined propor-
tional/integral controller.

Further scope of applicability of the present invention will
become apparent from the detailed description given here-
inafter. However, it should be understood that the detailed
description and specific examples, while indicating pre-
ferred embodiments of the invention, are given by way of
illustration only, since various changes and modifications
within the spirit and scope of the invention will become
apparent to those skilled in the art from this detailed descrip-
tion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention will become more fully understood
from the detailed description given hereinbelow and the
accompanying drawings which are given by way of illus-
tration only, and thus, are not limitive of the present inven-
tion, and wherein:

FIG. 1 shows schematically an equivalent circuit of a
stator with three phase windings connected in a star con-
nection;

FIG. 2 shows a semiconductor switch bridge for control-
ling a phase winding in a W6 connection;

FIG. 3 shows an exemplary control unit; and

FIG. 4 shows time-resolved a diagram of the movement
of a rotor until it reaches a rest position with and without
damping.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In FIG. 1, a star connection of an electric drive with three
phase windings U, V, W with a neutral point 1 is shown
schematically. The individual phase windings are each
shown in the form of an equivalent circuit each with an
inductor 2, an ohmic resistor 3, and a voltage (EMK, EMF)
represented by a circle 4, which is induced by the rotor’s
movement. The voltage dropping across a phase winding U,
V, W is represented by arrows 26, 27, 28 and arises as the
sum of the voltage drops across inductor 2 and ohmic
resistor 3 and the induced voltage. The overall dropping
voltage 26, 27, 28 including the induced voltage in each case
generates a phase current through the particular phase wind-
ing U, V, W.

This type of brushless electric drive, operated in a star
connection, can be controlled via a so-called W6 connection,
for example, by which in rapid time sequence a higher DC
voltage level or a lower DC voltage level, particularly a
ground potential, can be applied selectively to each of the
phase windings U, V, W. Such an electric drive can be
controlled thereby with respect to rotational speed, power,

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

and rotation direction. Typically, the control occurs via a
pulse-width-modulated voltage signal, in which the fre-
quency and pulse width are basically modifiable, in order to
control the intensity of the magnetic field generated in each
case.

By means of a semiconductor switch bridge, shown in
greater detail in FIG. 2, an individual phase, for example,
phase W, can be connected by means of two switches 7, 8
over a phase terminal 9 of phase winding W either to a
higher DC voltage potential 6 or to a lower DC voltage
potential 5, particularly a ground potential.

If switch 7 is closed and switch 8 opened, terminal 9 of
phase winding W is connected to the higher voltage poten-
tial. If terminal 7 is opened and terminal 8 closed, terminal
9 of phase winding W is connected to the ground potential.
A circuit logic prevents switches 7, 8 from being closed
simultaneously. Depending on the switch position of indi-
vidual switches 7, 8, two different voltage levels can be
applied to phase winding W. Thereby a pulse-width-modu-
lated signal can be applied to phase winding W by a rapid
change in the switching states. This also applies to the
phases or phase windings U and V that are controlled by
other semiconductor switch bridges, which are not shown.

Switches 7, 8, which correspond, for example, to the
switches shown in FIG. 1, are suitably realized as MOS-
FETs, each of which can switch through or block and can be
controlled by a control voltage with respect to their switch-
ing states via control voltage inputs 10, 11. A DC voltage
pulse of a higher voltage level or a lower voltage level or a
ground potential can thus be applied selectively by suitable
control of control voltage inputs 10, 11 to a phase winding
of a circuit, for example, a star connection of an electric
drive, but also a delta connection or other possible circuits.
In the case of one or more phase windings of a brushless
electric drive, a control with pulse-width-modulated signals
is made possible thereby.

A voltage vector can be applied to the drive in order to
bring such an electric drive or the rotor thereof into a defined
position, i.e., into a defined angular position of the magnetic
poles of the rotor relative to the stator. In other words,
certain defined voltage signals, which do not bring about any
rotatory driving of the rotor but generate a magnetic field of
the stator in which the poles of the rotor align, can be applied
to the individual phase windings.

For this purpose, for example, one of the phase windings
can be connected to the ground potential and a pulse-width-
modulated signal can be applied to each of the other two
phase windings. The application of a DC voltage potential or
other signal forms to the two other phases is also conceiv-
able.

If the rotor is not yet at rest, i.e., it oscillates, for example,
in a rotary oscillation around a potential minimum, the
current induced by the residual movement in the phase
windings basically works against the movement, therefore in
a damping manner. Depending on the resistance, the mag-
netic properties, and the mechanical inertia of the system
and the initial speed of the rotor, the oscillation can last
several seconds, until it is damped dissipatively until the rest
position is reached.

According to an embodiment of the invention, first the
individual voltage signals of the voltage vector are set such
that the rotor begins to align. For example, the phase
winding U is connected to the ground potential, whereas a
suitable pulse-width-modulated signal is applied to the
phase windings V and W. Other arrays of voltage vectors are
also conceivable. The current strengths of the currents in the
phases or phase windings V and W are measured continu-
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ously. The measured current strengths are input variables for
a control unit 30 for the voltage signals applied to phase
windings V and W.

Control unit 30, which is shown by way of example in
FIG. 3, follows two specifications:

1. The sum of the current strengths of the currents in the
phase windings V and W is kept within a target range, so
that, on the one hand, the rotor can align in the stator field,
and, on the other, no rotary driving of the rotor occurs.

2. The differences generated by the induced voltage
between the current strengths in the phases or phase wind-
ings V and W represent the induced, damping currents and
should be increased by suitable control of the input voltages
at the phase windings. The control process is carried out
until a termination criterion is met, which can be the falling
below a specific threshold of the induced current or the
induced voltage, for example.

The control unit 30 shown in FIG. 3 first has three inputs
12, 13, 14. In this case, the current strength measured in
phase winding V is supplied to input 12, the current strength
measured in the phase winding W to input 13, and a target
value of an alignment current strength quantity to be reached
as a termination criterion to input 14. This current strength
is achieved when the deviation of the current strengths
measured in phase windings U, V, W from the current
strength expected due to the applied voltage signals is
minimized, so that the effect of the induced currents is below
a defined threshold.

In a first step of control unit 30, in a first adder 15 the
current strength value of phase (phase winding) V is added
to the inverted current strength value of the phase (phase
winding) W, and accordingly as a result there is a difference
between the two current strengths. In second adder 16, the
current strengths in the phase windings V and W are added
and inverted and the inverted value is added to the setpoint
at input 14, so that overall a difference between the current
strength sum in the two phase windings V, W, is generated,
on the one hand, and the target current strength at input 14,
on the other.

The output quantity of first adder 15 is supplied to a first
amplifier 17, which therefore increases the difference
between the current strengths and the phases (phase wind-
ings) V and W with an amplification factor. The amplifica-
tion factor of first amplifier 17 can either be fixedly prese-
lected or set dynamically during the alignment process, in
that the resistance of the phase winding is determined from
the alignment current and the alignment voltage and then the
amplification factor is maximized with consideration of
tolerances and time behavior of the overall setup.

The output of second adder 16 is supplied to a second
amplifier 18 and a third amplifier 19, whereby an integrator
20 is connected downstream of second amplifier 18. The
output of integrator 20 is also connected to a third adder 21,
like the output of amplifier 19. Thereby a combination of the
integrator regulator with a proportional controller for con-
trolling the sum of the current strengths in phase windings
V and W takes place in this branch of control unit 30.

As a result, the quantity present at the output of amplifier
17 represents a difference of the current strengths deter-
mined in the two phase windings V, W, whereas the output
of third adder 21 represents a quantity associated with the
sum of the current strengths of the currents flowing in the
phase windings V, W. The quantities representing the sum
and difference of the current strengths are added in parallel
in a fourth adder 22 and subtracted from one another in a
fifth adder 23 or added after inverting of an input. The
signals are thus decoupled via the two parallel adders 22, 23,
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6

so that independent regulations for output 22a and output
23a are generated, which carry the input signal for the
generation of the phase voltage signals for the phases (phase
windings) V and W. For example, pulse-width-modulated
signals are generated because of the voltages present at
outputs 22a and 23a.

The structure of the regulator will be shown below based
on the formulaic representation for the two basic control
tasks, namely, on the one hand, to regulate the current for the
aligning of the rotor within a target range and, on the other,
to increase the damping current portions:

On the one hand, the sum and, on the other, the difference
of the measured current strengths in the phase windings are
selected as input quantities for control unit 30, as shown in
FIG. 3. Here, the following applies:

Lisgnacaar=Trw and Ipg,, =l

L tign.acniar together with the target value is supplied to a
suitable controller, particularly the bottom branch of control
unit 30 from FIG. 3, e.g., a PI controller. It follows:

Uy ligndcaual =4 lignA. ceuall Target) =k *f(I Target™
Litignacaad @4k, U g er Litignaceual)
If a P controller is selected for the damper (top branch of
control unit 30 shown in FIG. 3), it follows:

UDamp :f(IDamp) =kp *IDamp
If now the following are selected as input quantities for

the generation of the phase voltage signals at the output of
control unit 30:

Ur=UstignactuatlDamp and Up=U, tignactar~UDamp

(outputs of the fourth and fifth adders 22 and 23),

the controllers (the two branches of control unit 30) do not
influence each other. In other words, the two control pro-
cesses for both phase voltage signals of phase windings V
and W can be decoupled by the sum and difference forma-
tion of the signals in the output stage of control unit 30.

Measured data of a rotor’s movement behavior in an
alignment are shown in FIG. 4. Two movement curves are
shown in the diagram, whereby the time is plotted on the
x-axis and the angular position on the y-axis. A first curve 24
shows the movement behavior in a passively damped elec-
tric drive, in which the damping occurs substantially by the
currents induced in the phase windings. The expected curve
is shown with a substantially exponential damping. The
decline in the movement typically lasts a few seconds.

The second curve 25 shows the movement behavior in the
case of an electric drive in which the method of the invention
is used by means of a device of the invention. After a first
peak 25a, hardly any other excursions can be seen. The
damping is ended when the rest state after one to two
oscillation cycles is reached.

It is evident that by the method of the invention a
brushless electric drive can be aligned very rapidly, i.e.,
within fractions of seconds, and brought into a rest position,
so that a defined startup of the drive is possible after a short
time.

In the simplest case, the elapse of a fixed period of time,
after which according to experience the rotor has come to
rest in any event, can be selected as the termination criterion
of the method of the invention for positioning the drive.

Another criterion is the consideration of the current
strength difference in two phase windings, because this
represents the quantity of the induced current and thereby
the rotor’s motion speed. If the current difference for a
defined measurement period falls below a defined threshold,
the method can be ended. Alternatively, the square of the
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current strength difference can also be observed for a pre-
defined period of time and compared with a threshold. The
threshold can depend on the initial value of the current
strength difference or a phase voltage signal difference, so
that changes in system properties due to temperature
changes and the like can be taken into account. As a
termination criterion, the current strength difference of the
currents in two phase windings can also be passed through
a low pass, whose output is monitored to see whether the
output quantity falls below a threshold value.

The invention being thus described, it will be obvious that
the same may be varied in many ways. Such variations are
not to be regarded as a departure from the spirit and scope
of the invention, and all such modifications as would be
obvious to one skilled in the art are to be included within the
scope of the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for positioning a brushless electric drive
comprising a stator having at least one phase winding, to
which a voltage signal is applied, and a rotor equipped with
magnetic poles, the method comprising:

applying a voltage signal, which generates a magnetic

field by a current flowing in the phase winding, to the
at least one phase winding causing an alignment of the
rotor; and

controlling the voltage signal, as long as the rotor is

moving, depending on a current strength of the current
induced by the rotor movement in the at least one phase
winding, such that the induced current is increased.

2. The method according to claim 1, further comprising a
stator with at least two phase windings to which a phase
voltage signal is applied, wherein a sum and difference of
current strengths in the individual phase windings are deter-
mined and regulated.

3. The method according to claim 1, further comprising a
stator with at least two phase windings to which a phase
voltage signal is applied, wherein a voltage vector that
contains at least two phase voltage signals and brings about
alignment of the rotor, is applied to the two phase windings,
wherein the phase voltage signals are controlled such that
the current flowing in the phase windings lies within a target

—_
<

15

20

30

35

40

8

range with respect to a sum of the current strengths in the
phase windings, and wherein substantially simultaneously
the difference of the current strengths prevailing in the phase
windings is increased.

4. The method according to claim 2, wherein a difference
of the current strengths in the individual phase windings is
continuously determined and increased.

5. The method according to claim 4, wherein the differ-
ence of the current strengths in the individual phase wind-
ings is supplied to a proportional controller.

6. The method according to claim 2, wherein the sum of
the current strengths in the individual phase windings is
determined and regulated within a target range.

7. The method according to claim 6, wherein an integral
controller is used in the regulation of the sum of the current
strengths.

8. The method according to claim 6, wherein a propor-
tional controller or a combined proportional/integral con-
troller is used in the regulation of the sum of the current
strengths in the phase windings.

9. The method according to claim 1, wherein, for regu-
lating the current strengths in the phase windings, the phase
voltage signals applied to the phase windings are controlled
as manipulated variables.

10. The method according to claim 1, wherein the phase
voltage signals are pulse-width modulated.

11. A device for carrying out a method according to claim
1, wherein, in a case of a brushless electric drive having at
least two phase windings to which a phase voltage signal is
applied, the device comprises:

a first unit for determining the sum of the current strengths

through the two phase windings;

a second unit for determining the difference of the current

strengths through the two phase windings; and

a control unit, which keeps the sum of the current

strengths within a target range and increases the dif-
ference of the current strengths.

12. The device according to claim 11, further comprising
a proportional controller and/or a combined proportional/
integral controller.
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